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Helpful Hints to Help Children  

Learn Their Spelling Words 
 

Students study spelling words and collect pledges from family and friends for 

every word they spell correctly on a test. Our goal is to have 100% student 

participation and raise at least $12,000 as a Star family for technology upgrades 

and educational resources. For all participants, there are various awards 

including a classroom pizza party for highest average score on the spelling test, a chance to 

squirt teachers with paint for everyone who participates, random drawings for prizes depending 

on how much money each individual raised, and a whole-school movie day with no homework if 

the $12,000 goal is reached. Want more details? Please go to Star of Bethlehem website or check 

out the SpellCheck bulletin board next to the Lego case display. 

 

Helpful Hints 

Incorporate teaching methods that pertain to all types of children. Children learn by auditory 

(hearing), visual (seeing), and kinesthetic (doing) styles. Think of each sense as one more layer 

of learning that anchors the concept in a child’s brain. Movement during learning, sound, smell, 

touch, sight and even taste really help embed new information in a way that it stays and doesn’t 

get lost. 

 

 Write the words on a board or use flashcards for a child who learns by seeing. Use 

pictures with the spelling words to help learning word recognition. 

 Repeat the words out loud, followed by the spelling, for the child who learns by hearing. 

Say each syllable of the word. Ask the students to repeat the spelling words back to you. 

 Call the spelling words out for the child who learns by doing and have them write the 

words down. Games, such as word finds and crossword puzzles, help these students learn 

spelling words. 

 Practice writing words by having your child trace the words on a piece of paper. Have 

them close their eyes and spell the words. This helps them visualize the words. 

 

Here are some examples of spelling centers for lower grades that you can use at home: 

 Dry Jello or Kool-Aid. Put a packet of jello in a plastic shoe box. Allow your child to 

look at his spelling words and trace the letters in dry jello while saying them aloud. Your 

child will be using sight, touch, and smell in one fell swoop!! There will be no 

complaining about practicing spelling this way!! 

 Q-Tip Painting. Use Q-Tips dipped in water to “paint” the word on a mini chalkboard. 

The child must say the letters out loud as they paint and say the word BEFORE the water 

dries! 

 White Board or Chalk Board. Use a white board or chalk board and ask your kids to 

practice writing the words.  Just changing from paper to this will make it more exciting 

and your kids will enjoy it! 

 Shaving Creme. Spread shaving cream on a cookie sheet and have your kids write the 

words on it.  So much fun! 



 Use magnetic letters, alphabet blocks or Scrabble pieces. Just as saying the words out 

loud can help an auditory learner, literally building the words can be helpful for more 

visual learners. Just keep in mind you might need more than one set of magnetic letters to 

spell all the words.  

 

Here are creative and interactive ways to practice spelling words with your upper grader.  

 Let your child text the words to you. This way to practice spelling words depends, of 

course, on whether your child has a cell phone and what the plan includes. With 

unlimited texting, though, it’s easy enough for you to receive the text, correct the spelling 

if necessary and send back an emoticon.  

 Play Hangman. Hangman is a great go-to game when it comes to spelling words. If you 

have your child use a copy of his spelling list, it will be easier for him to narrow down 

which word you’re using. Remember, you can always use the definition as a clue!  

 Play the “Add-a-Letter” game. This game is a fun way to interact with your child. One 

of you starts writing the spelling word on the paper by writing one letter. The next one 

adds the next letter. Since many word lists include words that start with the same sounds, 

it may be challenging to know which word your game partner started writing.  

 Highlight the words in the newspaper. Give your child a highlighter and a pile of 

newspapers and time him to see how long it takes for him to find and highlight all the 

words on his list.  
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